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M are clarity has been given 1o
the isaue of dual natianality by

fustice ministar L Frigden, but st
gestians remain a5 to o this will
weork inpractice and whether the
ool have the desired effag
ol boosting immigrant inegraton.

Mcas

Speaking at a Chamoer of
Carmmerce conferenoes anthis
stibject bast week, Fieden savezled
the language requirements; the
aspect of this meastre which has
proved To Do the most tontroversial,
Hi sand candidates wauld need 1o
e ahile to understand radio and TV
news buliesing i Luxem baurgish,
but that their spoien profidiency
shiile nar o just bring abile w give
basic persomal detzils. Ar egteption
wionled pe made for people arving
bedare Loxembaurg showas mads
an official language n 1284 and
far those having tomplesed 3 lacal
secondary educazion.

In acdition, there would be a seven:
vear residency requirement fup from
the gurrent fve years nesced for full
natioratity and applhicants wauld
nesd to atznd “twa o throe" civies
courses, bul ee wauld De notest,
In an asice, Frisder afso indicated
his desire w0 see English taugkl in
primary school.

Sixteen months kave passec snoe
the draft law was onginaily sabled,
and public and political cpinion has
divided mainly on the language
isale. Some see LUxemaourgish as
a key aspedt af rational icentity
that should not be toved with, bul
othes fear that having 1his language
recuirament will hamper efons at
irtegraticn, With cver 40 percent
of the population currently being
nan-Luxembourgish, some see the

out dual nationality criteria

poteatial far social and political
dislocation if more is not cone 1o
fgvour integrason and that the
fanguage requiremeant will deter
mest from seesing joint nationality,

Some arque that knowlecge of aay
of the official fancuages (Franch,
Gerrrian anc Lusembourgisht should
aiffice. Others bave pointed Lo the
high failure sates at Luxembaoargish
dlasses arganised nationally and
lacally, indicating thess may be a
problem with the t2aching methods,
Alse, courses will need 1o 02 rede-
sigred to fit the tasts.

Frieden did nat reveal any details

of how, if at all. the gavemment
plans to encaurage and enable more
foreignars 1o leam Luxembourgish.
When they delivensd their verdict

o the drzft law fast Soring, the four
professional chambers represent.

i employees and workers in
Luxernbousg argued that language

classes shauld e corducted durng
witking hewrs and Hial the stats
andios smployers shouid compen
satg employens for any loss of salary
incurrect by avtending classes:

The imprassion given is of the
QD'.-'E"I'IF-":ETI[ SI."'I."::<II'I{_.] o briaden
partizipation in pualic ifs, but that
mint-nationzlity is unlikely woosolve
&ll the pradlems in ane, But some
bradizs such as the Cercle loaeph
Bach (CIE), a sraditionally congerva-
tive think-tank, srgue that all £l
citizens should be given the same
fghts 25 LUxemboungars imespec-
tive of nationality. Indesd, with
EU citizens now eligible thanks to
a Buropean Commission dirsclive
to wrk in the civil service and
also abile w vowein local govern-
rent elections, the only argument
far 2 foreign EL citizen 1o take on
Luxembooraish natonality is that i7
wiould allow them to vote and stand
i rational parigment elacions




