torbe clear) certral autnorities should hase primase controd, with
powers being delegated to the communes. Other measures wouln
see the merging of saall communes zad the ab

foan of the cur-
rent system of caatons, to be seplaced with six regions with more
clesrly defined powers, This measure will be highly conlroversial
as until now locai residents nave énjoved the nowe: being able 1o
biock goeemment olans fo progects they dislike. However, with
Luxembourg's acpalation sel Lo rse strongly over he decades o
came the government is aware that such MIMBYizm s oot wiakle if

e country s o thrive

China visits

ek Catales

OOMP Y Char

Jearinot Krecké, economy minister and fean-Claude funcker, frime
minfster jank Chinese Vice Premier Zeng Peivan

on

Chinese vice: prime menister Zeng Privan, state sssels supen
commission. president U Rorgrong and @ large group af Business
propie visited Luxemoourg betwes 21233 Zanugry, They met 3
ot ratables ircluding the Grangd Quke, the prime missser,
Lug Frivden, budget minister, Jear Asselbosn, the lareign minsoer,

range

leznnat Krecks, the eoonamy minisler ad they wvisited SES Astra
wilth lean-Lowis Sehilly, the cammuniczlion minister: Feng Peivan
wias guated by the Chinese news zgency Kinhoa as taking of the
greel potential for developmenl of relations belweer Ching znd
Liggerminaurg i the greas of polites, scanoery and srace. Tne plan is

te expand these ann mows ielo ecucational cultural zad Lechnolog
wal exchanges, s gelively explore ways Lo decpen cooperation in
ke
anency reporled that luncker tole Zeng of s apposition Taiwsn's
referencharm an its bid for UM membaership,

lingnee, aviation, steel lagislics, and satelite commuriesti

Language required for nationality

The draft law an nouble nationality has been pubilisned witn the
contrpversizl larguage regairement retained. The faw is cesgned to
furlber the irteqration of Lhe 4000 foreinaers lving in Lhe Grand

politics news

Cuchy, nut some arque thal insisting ar the need to speak ard
undesstand Luxembourgsh will reguce the upetake. There are fearns
Lhat as the immigranl population is excludes [rem polisical process
mporkant pocteal feedozek is being messed. Mast imemigrants wark
A the priviale seetor with cthe Luxembourgsh populazon increas

naly leokmng Lo the state fFaremplovren L However the governmens
was not willing o allow French or Germar g5 alternalives. arguing
thal the Luxembourgish lznguzge isar atrinsic narl of the retion

dlity and should nol be margimalized. 17 remaing 0 be seen how
stringen| the inguage tests will be, As well, canmidates lor doubie
natiohaity will also nave han o reside in Lugembourg fosart least
s years and they will meed to fellow 2 course of i nstruc-
don Arelorm of the constitulion will be needeg, the ail is currently
Befare e Slate Council hut 4 shaule become aw this vear

Communes for slow change

Alter the politics parties, L was the regresentalives ol the COLNTY'S
communes Sevicol who affered their oninicr an their ideas Tor loca
governement. They sad they ageeed in arincipal 1o the ides of niery-
ng comimdares 10 reach @ total of araund BDwilk o poaulatice eack
af argund 3,000 but they were againsl obligatory change Howewer,
with local avtharities jealousty quarding thels ogal powers oritics
pairl aul 1rat litde woule coarge us commures siready have the
right to merge i they desive. Syvico! also called far more money
ardd the establisnment of @ secand chamber of locst sepresentatives
williveto powers if mayors were barred from sitting in the Chamber
pb Bepulies, In otacr wards, the communes are in ra mand Lo sur

renger gty their exlensive vota powers reqarding olinning

Pensions: a crime against the future

Wik zre committing & coine soginst the future A crime against chil-
dren who are Loday less than tive yvears alo ocare nol even o,
This was haw the Green deputy Felix Braz charzeterized the lace
af aclion over the growing instaiili

of the stare pension syslem,
He reckoned the current arrangements

could anly coatinue o

work Ulil 2030, but that pensions cperase over @ 40-ves

mesning action is awequires urgentl, Despise this he criticsed the

government's prefeérenee for consenses wilh: the sacial pariass 2
path which he says cscourages change. Mealis minister Mars 1
Bartoiomen countered that there is no need 1o dramatise the sity

aton saying the syslem must bein good heglth beeause aeasions
hawve riser 10% sinee 2003, He alse insisted there is no need 1o

ratae the retiremerl sge Heaened tal the government was daing

rolhirg, saving plans tor ndividual pensions were on the rails.
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