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Our Network



MEMBERS

• To develop a business-friendly, competitive economic 
environment in Europe

Our Mission



Our Priorities

Internationalisation
• To enhance external economic diplomacy, in a 

public private partnership at European level

• To facilitate market access for EU SMEs



European Chambers Abroad
European Business Centres

INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS



European Union – Latin American 
- business context -

• OPPORTUNITIES IN LATIN AMERICA FOR EU SMEs

– Free trade Agreements, positive prospects growth rates 

– Need of economic diversification in Latin America

– Business partnership for technology transfer, investment and 
innovation 

– High demand in cross cutting sectors such as ICT, bio and 
nanotechnologies, renewable energy, new materials etc.



Latin America



The ELAN project is a European Union 
initiative with the general objective to 
increase trade between the EU and 7 Latin 
American countries.

ELAN Progamme



European and Latin American Technology 
based Business Network (ELAN Network): 
whose main purpose is to generate 
technology-based business opportunities 
between European and Latin American SMEs.

The ELAN Programme was implemented via two components:

European and Latin American Business 
Services (ELAN Biz): whose main objective is 
to provide up-to-date and comprehensive 
information to European SMEs on how to do 
business in Latin America.

ELAN Progamme



ELAN Biz

• ELAN Biz provides updated and 
comprehensive information 
services to EU companies and 
organisations interested in doing 
business in the 7 strategic Latin 
American countries.

• Information services:

• Web ELANbiz platform
• Contents



ELAN Network

• European and Latin American Network (ELAN) of Research and 
Innovation (R&I) actors created in 2015.

• Objectives:
• Promote lasting partnerships and foster collaboration between 

the innovation ecosystems of the EU and Latin America; 
• Share knowledge and generate technology transfer, in areas 

aligned with European applied research; 
• Increase SMEs competitiveness through the generation of 

technology-based business opportunities.



Activities
SMEs Support
• Identification of technology based business opportunities
• Access to a consolidated network of innovation agents
• Organisation of co-creation events, thematic workshops, technical 

missions to LA 

• Strengthening capacities of Network members

Sectors:



The Triple Helix

Knowledge and technology based 
organisations (Universities, 
technological and innovation centres, 
etc.) with an ability and interest in 
identifying the best ideas, in order to 
transform them into business. 

Business support organisations 
(CCIs, clusters, incubators, etc.) 
that work with SMEs in different 
domains: innovation, 
internationalisation, 
competitiveness, 
entrepreneurship... 

Public sector actors 
(internationalization and/or 
innovation promotion agencies, 
regional development agencies) 
drivers of the innovation ecosystem 
in their territories and owners of 
programmes and policies that 
support the generation of business 
opportunities. 



From 28 Members in 2015 to 77 members in 2018. 
Full list of members available HERE

A growing & self-sustainable network



Latin America 
IPR SME Helpdesk



Why IPR?

• It is one of the main business asset
• Strengthen competitiveness
• Attract Investors

An initiative of the



Latin America IPR SME Helpdesk 
- what you get -

• Maximize the value of SMEs’ intellectual property assets and 
improve their global competitiveness.

• Support in the initial contacts with local law enforcement 
agencies in the target countries.

• Strengthen the links between EU and Latin American companies 
with regards to the protection and enforcement of IPR.

• Help SMEs to overcome the existing barriers: 
• changing and complex regulatory frameworks
• local idiosyncrasies and lack of market information
• problems related with SMEs IPR protection and enforcement

An initiative of the



What we offer

• Core Services

WebsiteIP Content

Helpline Training Webinars

An initiative of the



What we offer

• Helpline: Free of charge, first line advisory 
service on IP protection and enforcement for EU 
SMEs working or planning to operate in Latin 
America. 

Helpline

An initiative of the



What we offer

• Targeted training session and webinars on IPR 
protection and enforcement for EU SMEs 
(including sector-specific approaches)

• Check our calendar

Training Webinars

An initiative of the



What we offer

• State-of-the-art online publications on the 
protection and enforcement of IPR in Latin 
America specifically addressing IP matters from 
the SME business needs point of view

IP Content

An initiative of the



Contact

www.latinamerica-ipr-helpdesk.eu

Ask our IP Experts
helpline@latinamerica-ipr-helpdesk.eu

Follow us on Social Media
@latinamericaipr



Commercial intelligence tools with 
information about:
 Trade intelligence and 

statistics 
 Central American technical 

regulations
 Taxes and non-taxation 

measures 
 Enterprises
 Products and services

Informative website that releases 
interesting content and news for 
members of the RCAC
 Business opportunities
 Market studies
 Business catalogues
 Regional news
• Events

Networking tools to promote 
business and company 
networks inside and outside 
of the region.
 Interactive chat
 Virtual rooms

https://www.redca.sieca.int/


