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Colombia 

is not the same

country we had

15 years, 

10 years or even

5 years ago
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Population distribution

High Middle Vulnerable Poor

Source: GPP – DPS y Banco Mundial. 



Population Distribution

Population Distribution 2010 - 2020 Increase in middle class
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GDP: 2015
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GDP Growth rate Population GDP per capita Intl Reserves FDI Investment Inflation rate 

US$ Millions IMF Millions US$ US$ Millions  US$ Millions % GDP %

BRAZIL 1,903,934 -1.5 204.5 9,312 368,159 66,035 20.1 9.5

MEXICO 1,231,982 2.4 121.1 10,174 185,500 17,594 21.8 2.6

COLOMBIA 332,384 3.0 48.2 6,895 46,703 16,151 26.0 4.7

ARGENTINA 563,138 0.1 42.4 13,271 33,582 4,495 19.6 14.7

ARGENTINA 
(Average market 

rate)

315,114 7,426

CHILE 250,472 2.5 18.0 13,910 38,403 9,950 21.4 5.0

PERÚ 190,268 3.2 31.9 5,962 60,613 7,789 23.3 3.8

VENEZUELA 169,673 -7.0 30.9 5,485 20,974 1,000 25.0 68.5

VENEZUELA 
(Average market 

rate)

11,611 375

ECUADOR 102,663 1.9 16.3 6,307 4,201 774 28.1 4.1

URUGUAY 55,143 2.6 3.4 16,199 17,219 2,741 21.4 9.5

BOLIVIA 35,027 4.5 11.5 3,056 14,841 648 26.7 3.2

PARAGUAY 30,754 4.0 7.0 4,383 6,771 238 16.4 3.9

LATIN AMERICA: MACROECONOMIC INDICATORS 2015



Colombia: International Agreements  

2014 Agenda 
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Trade Balance Imports Exports

Source: DANE

Guatemala: TLC diciembre 

2009

El Salvador y Honduras: 

TLC febrero y marzo 2010

EFTA: TLC julio 2011

Canadá: TLC agosto 2011

ATPDEA: Ley de 

preferencias 

arancelarias andinas y 

erradicación de la droga 

- 2002

COLOMBIA: FOREIGN TRADE



2015 – 2016

A period of great challenges



Complex Outlook
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Año 2014 Enero-Julio 2015

CHINA 8.3 6.3

* MÉXICO 3.7 3.1

ESPAÑA 1.9 2.8

TURQUÍA 3.1 2.6

ESTADOS UNIDOS 2.5 2.3

UNIÓN EUROPEA 2.2 1.5

CHILE -1.0 -0.2 

* ECUADOR 1.6 -0.4 

COLOMBIA (EOIC) 2.5 -1.2 

* ARGENTINA -2.5 -1.2 

* JAPÓN 2.1 -1.3 

* PERU -3.6 -2.7 

BRASIL -4.2 -8.5 

Fuente: Departamentos de Estadística de los diferentes países

* La información corresponde al acumulado Enero-Junio

CRECIMIENTO INDUSTRIA MANUFACTURERA







FISCAL LAW 

Macro Stability
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Summarizing: Colombia´s advantages for the

private sector include:

Strategical location

Macroeconomic stability

Sustainable economic growth

Open economy

Open and straightforward investment 

legislation

Political Stability

Confidence



Colombia: 

Challenges and opportunities



Challenges of the near future
• Competitive economic growth

 Strengthen value chains
 Colombia’s growing role in the international context
 Positive environment for investment and growth

• Reliable country
• FDI
• Financial resources
• Foreign trade
• Technology 

• Competitiviness Agenda
• Global value chains as target
• Infrastructure
• Capital markets
• Science and Technology
• Education
• Formalization
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What´s happening 

in diffferent

economic

activities?
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Agribusiness



Activity with great
potential

Increase in production
capacity in Cartagena 

Refinery, a great
opportunity to develop

new products

Developments in 
Cartagena Refinery

increase in production
capacity led to a 

decrease in this activity
in 2014-15

Exports (Millions US$)
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Infrastructure
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Challenges of the near future
• Competitive economic growth

• Strengthen value chains
• Colombia’s growing role in the international context
• Positive environment for investment and growth

• Reliable country
 FDI
 Financial resources
 Foreign trade
 Technology 

• Competitiviness Agenda
• Global value chains as target
• Infrastructure
• Capital markets
• Science and Technology
• Education
• Formalization
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Challenges of the near future
• Competitive economic growth

• Strengthen value chains
• Colombia’s growing role in the international context
• Positive environment for investment and growth

• Reliable country
• FDI
• Financial resources
• Foreign trade
• Technology 

• Competitiviness Agenda
 Global value chains as target
 Infrastructure
 Capital markets
 Science and Technology
 Education
 Formalization
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¿Cómo está el país en materia de 

COMPETITIVIDAD?



Colombia: 

improvement in 

the

competitiviness

index

Ranking 2015-16 Ranking 2014-15

Competitiveness Index 61 66

Basic requirements 77 78

Institutions 114 111

Infrastructure 84 84

Macroeconomic Environment 32 29

Health and primary education 97 105

Efficiency Enhancers 54 63

Higher education and training 70 69

Goods market efficiency 108 109

Labor market efficiency 86 84

Financial market development 25 70

Technological readiness 70 68

Market size 36 32

Innovation and sophistication factors 61 64

Business Sophistication 59 62

Innovation 76 77

WEF - COLOMBIA: COMPETITIVENESS INDEX
COLOMBIA





What can we expect in 2020?



Colombia in 2020

GDP  US$500.000 millones   

GDP per cápita US$10.000

Poverty rate 20%
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