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LUXEMBOURG

LET'S MAKE IT HAPPEN

OPEN, RELIABLE, DYNAMIC

Luxembourg is a world-renowned international business
location and a secure and reliable hub for cross-border
activities in a number of fields, including the digital
economy, finance, logistics, space technologies, smart
mobility, health technologies and clean technologies.
The country is situated at the heart of several major EU
markets. Global players of all sizes use Luxembourg as
a gateway to Europe and beyond, benefiting from its
closeness to decision-making centres and its excellent
access to world-wide markets.

Luxembourg is known for its economic and political
stability as well as for its strong long-term growth
prospects. One reason for its success is its ability to
react quickly to new opportunities. It is the first country
in the world to embrace Jeremy Rifkin’s blueprint for a
third industrial revolution designed to ensure a resilient
and sustainable economy by 2050, thanks to a fully
interconnected ecosystem encompassing intelligent
transport, renewable energy and new communications
technology. It is also at the fore-front of integrating
the principles of the circular economy into public
procurement procedures. Its financial services industry
leads the world in the listing of green bonds and is
first in establishing itself as a hub for climate finance.

Already a global leader in satellite communications and
broadcasting, Luxembourg has taken an audacious step
towards becoming a major player in the management
and use of space resources for the benefit of humankind.
Building on decade-long experience in mining, finance
and space, the country has developed a suitable legal
framework to allow this to happen and is today a
European hub for commercial space activities.

This characteristic openness and willingness to test
new innovative solutions, as well as the diversity
of its population and physical environments, make
Luxembourg an attractive “living lab” to develop new
products and services.
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A UNIQUELY ATTRACTIVE BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT

Doing business in Luxembourg is simple. Successive
governments willing to dialogue with companies
have developed a favourable legal and regulatory
environment. State-of-the-art infrastructures, excellent
connectivity to markets and a strong reputation for
commercial and political neutrality make Luxembourg
an ideal place for international business to grow.

As a result, the world’s largest steelmaker ArcelorMittal,
satellite communication giant SES, automotive com-
ponents maker Delphi, chocolatier Ferrero, tech firms
Amazon, PayPal and eBay, as well as RTL Group,
the leading European radio and TV broadcaster, and
Cargolux, one of the world’s leading all-cargo carriers,
have chosen Luxembourg as a location for their global
or European headquarters.

Luxembourg is also home to a vibrant and international
start-up community. Numerous support measures for
start-ups, from incubation to success and acceleration,
are available and incubators and co-working spaces
offer premises both to newly created firms and to
international companies looking for their first foothold
in Luxembourg.

As one of the world’s leading and most inter- national
financial centres, Luxembourg offers excellent access
to private financing as well as specific financial vehicles
to structure private equity investments. Companies can
also benefit from attractive public funding programmes
that help them expand their activities and strengthen
their competitiveness.

A MAGNET FOR TALENT

Luxembourg has an exceptionally skilled work-force
and attracts both talented expats and cross-border
commuters. It is one of the most international countries
in the world with 47% of the population being non-
Luxembourgish. Cross-border thinking, mobility and
the cosmopolitan nature of its working population
contribute to the country’s high productivity. Due to
the language skills of the workforce - fluency in three or
more languages is the norm rather than the exception -
companies speak their customers’ language, a significant
advantage. German, French and Luxembourgish are
official languages and English is also widely spoken.

AN INNOVATION LEADER

Encouraging research, development and innovation is a
national priority and the country invests heavily in both
public and private research. Companies receive backing
to help them develop innovative concepts, products
and processes. Business-focused public research
organisations collaborate with private businesses on
R&D, product development and testing. Founded as
recently as 2003, the University of Luxembourg today
ranks among the world’s top 250 universities.

Innovative activities such as biotechnology, fintech and
the data-driven economy thrive in Luxembourg. The
country has one of the best digital infrastructures in the
world and plays a central role in the European network
of high-performance computing currently being putin
place. Its unique, business-oriented high-performance
computer MeluXina became operational in spring 2021.
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A CROSS-BORDER SPECIALIST

Luxembourg’s excellent air, road, rail and waterway in-
frastructure and its central location in Europe position
the country as a competitive inter-continental logistics
hub. Paris is two hours away by high-speed train,
and regular flights to London, Barcelona, Zurich and
Milan take about 90 minutes. Frankfurt, Brussels and
Amsterdam are closer still. 60% of the EU’s GDP can
be reached by road in less than a day or by air in a
couple of hours. With its first-rate infrastructure and
well developed international distribution network,
Luxembourg is an ideal platform for reaching the
European market of 445 million consumers.

A GREAT PLACE TO WORK AND LIVE

The national character of openness, dynamism and re-
liability is also reflected in Luxembourg’s long tradition
of welcoming foreign nationals and making them feel
at home. With almost half of the national population
and close to three quarters of the inhabitants of
the capital coming from all over the world, a very
international culture has developed. Well-respected
international schools exist alongside public schools
offering studies in Luxembourgish, German and French
as well as programmes in English. The country’s
multinational makeup helps Luxembourg’s politicians
and entrepreneurs to understand their discussion
and negotiation partners more easily and take on a
mediation role whenever needed.

When it comes to career prospects, there is a world of
opportunities in Luxembourg. The country has been
voted a top-ranking place to live and work in multiple
international surveys thanks to a stable economy, safe
jobs and a generous social security system. Located
in the beautiful green heartland of Europe and being
exceptionally safe, Luxembourg is also a great place
to live, travel and raise a family.
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LUXEMBOURG AT A GLANCE

i
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INTERNATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION ATMOSPHERE IN LUXEMBOURG

The University of Luxembourg founded in 2003 is
one of the youngest and most international univer-
sities in the world. Since its creation, the University of
Luxembourg puts a focus on its multilingual and as well
as in excellence in relevant research in targeted fields.
It is definitely a modern institution with a personal
atmosphere. It englobes 3 faculties, 3 interdisciplinary
research centres and it counts around 6,700 students
and 1,00 scientific and research staff.

In the yearly ranking Times Higher Education of young
universities in the world, the University of the Grand
Duchy ranks 25th.

INNOVATIVE AND STATE- OF-THE ART INFRASTRUCTURE CHARACTERIZES
PUBLIC RESEARCH IN LUXEMBOURG

Since the 1980s, substantial reforms in the organisation
and governance of the research and innovation system
in the Grand Duchy have led to a strong expansion of
public research. Today, Luxembourg's public research
ecosystem is defined by its internationalism, multi-
culturalism, state-of-the-art infrastructure and the
consolidation of excellence in key innovative areas
regarding fundamental and applied research. Open
access and science are other important features of
the country's public research and innovation system.
The mobility of researchers in the EU area and abroad
is an essential feature of the Luxembourg innovation
system ensuring high quality and performance in
public research. In addition, Luxembourg offers an
attractive and international environment for highly
specialised researchers.

Luxembourg ranks among the “Strong Innovators”,
alongside countries like the Netherlands, Germany and
Austria, in the European Commission’s 2021 European
Innovation Scoreboard.

The Ministry of Higher Education and Research acts
as the lead ministry of the following public research
and higher education institutions.
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LUXEMBOURG, HIDDEN GEM FOR TOURISTS

Situated in the heart of Europe, Luxembourg is the
world's only remaining Grand Duchy and is one of
the smallest countries in Europe and in the world. Its
location and its excellent accessibility speaks for itself.
Luxembourg has a connection to over 85 European
destinations, including direct flight connections to
Italian cities.

Luxembourg is a crossroad for people coming from
all over the world to discover our country. It is not
only a great place to work and live, but also a perfect
destination to take a break. Indeed, Luxembourg ticks
all the boxes for a great holiday: Beautiful nature, fun
activities, excellent gastronomy, fascinating culture and
history. With its green landscapes, forests and vineyards,
as well as numerous medieval castles and a capital
listed as Unesco World Heritage site, Luxembourg
offers and unforgettable journey.
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From an economic point of view, Luxembourg is
among the countries that have undertaken the greatest
transformation over the past decades. On a large
international scale, Luxembourg is synonymous with
a strong economy and internationally known as one of
the most important financial hubs in the world.

Luxembourg’s economy is driven by its key innovative
economic sectors such as automotive, ICT, space,
cleantech, life sciences, etc. This favorable ecosystem
for innovation, entrepreneurship, technology and
knowledge transfer is the ideal environment to organize
international conferences and congresses.

Ultimately, Luxembourg is somewhat of a hidden gem
and a tourism destination that can be a special addition
to any travel route.
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